Five Moments

for orchestra

Version 2

Gordon M. Green



Instrumentation

2 Flutes, second doubling piccolo and alto flute
2 Oboes, second doubling English horn
2 Clarinets in Bb

1 Bassoon

1 Contrabassoon

4 Hornsin F

2 Trumpets in C

3 Trombones

Tuba

Timpani

3 Percussion

Harp

Celeste doubling piano

Strings

Percussion 1: Marimba, bass drum, suspended cymbal, tambourine

Percussion 2: Vibraphone with motor off, tam-tam (medium or large), suspended cymbal, triangle
Percussion 3: Xylophone, snare drum, suspended cymbal, hand-held crash cymbals. Note that the
snare drum should be close to the xylophone for the fast switch at rehearsal letter L.

Performance Notes

Trills with the prefix 1/2 indicate a trilling note a half-step higher than the starting note; wt indicates a trilling note a whole step higher.

A slur leading to a staccato dot indicates that the staccato note is to be very short, not that it should be re-articulated:

PN

b=

Ties connecting trilled to non-trilled notes are intended to indicate the duration of the trill, not to suggest that the starting note be re-

articulated:

1. Sunrise

Tremulous in multitudes,

b

Moments

2. Fog

a chaos of light cascades to form a single rising vine
into breaking waves that rains its miracles down
that gather, pause, turn, and gently unwinds back
and burn into our eyes. to grey indifference.

4. Night Pond

A glint of starlight

on the murmuring wavelets
along with the fireflies --
the quiet moan of some
strange creature.

A slow vortex of clouds entwine

3. Summer Wind

A mischievious wind
billows up skirts

knocks over old men

and soars up to steal a kiss
from the sour lips of God.

5. Moonrise

A lone voice, a choir
rise together,

pause to listen,

then disappear

into the morning.

Duration: about 10 minutes
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